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 A study session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Tuesday, February 21, 2017; 
opening at 6:03 p.m. Mayor Lorenz presiding.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
      Present:   Dzenko, Lorenz, Meskin, Endres 
      Absent:    Zubrzycki 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden  
 
  
Approval of Agenda  
 
Mayor Lorenz requested to add item 9 to the agenda, Need of Study Session’s on a Monthly 
Basis. 
 
 Moved by Endres, seconded Dzenko, to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:    None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Public Comment  BD-004-17  
 
Ed Robbins shared he has been on the boat dock committee for the last three years, the Planning 
Commission, a knowledgeable home owner and dock holder.  He reviewed back in 2008/2009 
that City Manager Martin, worked diligently with the DEQ to preserve the city’s 167 boat dock 
slips.  Investments and designs for the seawall are done for boat slips.  He shared the negative 
aspects of not having a boat in the space and what could possibly happen.  He and his wife are 
not in favor of eliminating the requirement to have a boat at the holder’s space.   
 
There were no other comments.  Mayor Lorenz closed the public comment. 
 
 
Boat Dock Policy  BD-005-17 
 
Lorenz thanked Martin for time spent on cleaning up and shortening this policy.  He feels it is a 
good document, but would like to add back in a boat is required at the space. This would require 
taking out “or other enjoyment and” on page 1, #2.  He also noted some other suggestions, 
adding something for if sharing a dock space the fee will be half the cost of dock fee for the dock 
holder and full price for the sharer.   Docks or Moorings-a watercraft should be defined and 
removing item I.  Council discussed allowing two motorized watercrafts and 2 non-motorized.   
 
Robbins questioned if the non-motorized watercrafts would have a dock sticker.  Martin clarified 
currently the sticker is used for launching the watercraft at the boat launch.  He would love to 
require them to have to have a sticker to show the watercraft is registered for the space.  Lorenz 
suggested adding this to the policy.  Endres suggested having two different stickers, one for 
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motorized and another for non-motorized.  Martin asked if Council wants to charge for non-
motorized sticker.  Currently one sticker comes with the dock space and they can purchase one 
additional sticker for a second watercraft.  Robbins feels all stickers should be a fee of $10.   
 
Jim Smith applauded Council for coming up with an incentive to share a dock space and 
charging a half price fee.  He questioned, he heard if a dock holder is sharing their space they 
don’t have the option who they are sharing with.  Martin clarified that is not true; you cannot 
force a dock holder to share.  The dock holder submits a letter allowing a named resident to share 
with them. 
 
Lorenz asked Martin to provide a clean copy of the revised policy for the next meeting. 
 
 
City Council Furniture   C1-005-17 
 
Martin stated he had planned on doing a table skirt for Council meetings and Endres has 
contacted a company to print the City logo on it.  He will also purchase a podium with 
microphone.  He asked council if they are interested in getting executive chairs and tables.  He 
estimated the chairs costing around $200 each.  They would be locked away and not for public 
use, only City Council.  He feels the look is more professional.   
 
Endres addressed the quote he got for skirting, printing and seal for podium being around $700.   
 
City Council was good with this and Martin will go forward. 
 
 
Consent Agenda    C1-006-17 
 
Martin provided an example of what an agenda would look like with consent agenda items.  He 
explained a consent agenda is a time and conversation saver.  It includes items such as agenda, 
minutes, disbursements and reports.  Most municipalities do this.   
 
Dzenko feels it is a good idea.  He suggested putting it after public comment.   
 
Meskin asked what happens if a report is not in the packet.  Martin stated then it is not part of the 
consent agenda, only the items they have to approve. 
 
Lorenz asked what if someone wants to make a comment or question something on a report.  
Martin stated it would have to be taken off the consent agenda.  He added other items that they 
don’t need to discuss, such as appointments, could go on the consent agenda.   
 
Lorenz stated he doesn’t care for the consent agenda.   
 
Martin will find out if a resolution is needed to enact this.   
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Fire Department     FD-001-17 
 
Endres stated it bothers him the Tri-City Fire Board calling themselves commissioners.  He feels 
the meetings are not run correctly.  He doesn’t feel the board is needed and he is against them 
holding the three-community’s money.   
 
Meskin noted each quarter three checks are issued (Sylvan Lake, Orchard Lake and Keego 
Harbor) to the Tri-City Fire and then one check is written to West Bloomfield Twp.  They need 
to get West Bloomfield to accept the three communities checks and then the board can go away.  
Meskin will look into when they can talk with West Bloomfield regarding this.   
 
Lorenz asked about Magnolia and if West Bloomfield will increase the fire service fee because 
of this.  Meskin is concerned with the number of calls they will require. Dzenko thought 
Magnolia may have a deal with the City to pay for fire protection.  Lorenz stated then that money 
only goes to Keego Harbor and will not offset our cost.   
 
 
Need for Study Sessions on a Monthly Basis  C1-007-17 
 
Lorenz asked to discuss this after the comments from the public on study sessions.  He prefers 
only having them for major items, budget and water/sewer rates.  He suggested City Council 
vote on holding each study session.   
 
Endres is against this and feels things need to be discussed before a meeting. He also has 40 
items he wants to discuss, but is trying to spread these out and wait until a better time.   
 
Meskin feels they can thinned down, but not eliminating them all together.   
 
Dzenko stated there can be valuable sessions such as garage and rubbish, budget and water/sewer 
rates.   
 
Lorenz suggested make the City Council meetings earlier.   
 
Meskin would like to review past study sessions and make a list of needed meetings.  He agrees 
tonight could have been done at a regular meeting.   
 
Martin noted some things don’t need to be on a study session agenda first before putting it on the 
regular meeting agenda.  He understands there has to be a way for Endres and others to present 
their ideas, other than City Council comments. He also feels a lot is accomplished at the more 
informal meeting. 
 
Jim Smith feels the study sessions are very valuable and hopes the value doesn’t get lost.   
 
Endres feels they need to clean up the agendas and get non-action items off the agenda if they are 
not actively discussing them.   
 



CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
STUDY SESSION 

 FEBRUARY 21, 2017 
 

 
 

4 

Lorenz suggested they leave as is and cancel if one isn’t really needed.  Endres asked if they can 
have a week’s notice in cancelling so he can make other plans.   
 
Adjournment 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Endres to adjourn the study session.   
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 p.m. 
 

                                                                
     Dennise Dryden, City Clerk  


